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love and to make a difference. He will 
be greatly missed and remembered for-
ever for his remarkable and inspiring 
life. 

Ann and I are praying for Irene, He-
lene, Joe Davis, Michael and Lisa 
Mermelstein, Debbi Mermelstein, 
Jenna and Mike Fox, Lindsay Davis, 
Brian Davis, and Eli Fox, and all of Da-
vid’s family and friends. We mourn this 
very heavy loss, but we are blessed to 
have known David Mermelstein and for 
the work he did to educate and improve 
the world. May his memory be a bless-
ing to all.∑ 

f 

MESSAGES FROM THE PRESIDENT 

Messages from the President of the 
United States were communicated to 
the Senate by Ms. Ridgway, one of his 
secretaries. 

f 

EXECUTIVE MESSAGES REFERRED 

In executive session the Presiding Of-
ficer laid before the Senate messages 
from the President of the United 
States submitting sundry nominations 
which were referred to the appropriate 
committees. 

(The messages received today are 
printed at the end of the Senate pro-
ceedings.) 

f 

PETITIONS AND MEMORIALS 

The following petitions and memo-
rials were laid before the Senate and 
were referred or ordered to lie on the 
table as indicated: 

POM–37. A resolution adopted by the House 
of Representatives of the State of Louisiana 
urging the United States Congress to pass 
the Treat and Reduce Obesity Act of 2021; to 
the Committee on Finance. 

HOUSE RESOLUTION NO. 215 

Whereas, the National Institutes of Health 
has reported that the obesity epidemic is 
now the second-leading cause of death in the 
United States, with an estimated three hun-
dred thousand deaths per year nationally at-
tributed to the epidemic; and 

Whereas, obesity increases the risk for 
chronic diseases and conditions including 
high blood pressure, heart disease, certain 
cancers, arthritis, mental illness, lipid dis-
orders, sleep apnea, and type two diabetes; 
and 

Whereas, over thirty-four percent of rural 
Americans live with obesity while just under 
twenty-nine percent of Americans who reside 
in metropolitan areas live with the condi-
tion; and 

Whereas, racial and ethnic minority groups 
have been disproportionately impacted by 
this epidemic with the highest prevalence of 
obesity occurring among non-Hispanic 
blacks (forty-nine and six-tenths percent) 
followed by Hispanics (forty-four and eight- 
tenths percent), non-Hispanic whites (forty- 
two and two-tenths percent), and non-His-
panic Asian adults (seventeen and four- 
tenths percent); and 

Whereas, currently, over one trillion four 
hundred billion dollars are expended annu-
ally on direct and indirect costs for treating 
health conditions related to obesity; and 

Whereas, on average, measured in 2019 dol-
lars, the annual cost of health care for a 
Medicare beneficiary with obesity is two 

thousand eighteen dollars more than the an-
nual cost of health care for a beneficiary of 
healthy weight; and 

Whereas, the overall improvement in pub-
lic health resulting from coverage for obe-
sity treatments would lead to lower expendi-
tures in emergency room care, ambulatory 
care, inpatient stays, and prescriptions and 
is estimated to achieve net savings in 
healthcare costs of approximately seven 
thousand dollars per person over ten years; 
and 

Whereas, utilization of obesity treatments 
are predicted to generate Medicare budget 
savings of between eighteen billion dollars 
and twenty-three billion dollars over ten 
years; and 

Whereas, less than one percent of Medicare 
beneficiaries with obesity are able to access 
obesity care; and 

Whereas, the Treat and Reduce Obesity 
Act of 2021 (TROA) has been introduced as 
H.R. 1577 and S. 596 in the One Hundred Sev-
enteenth United States Congress; and 

Whereas, this legislation is a real oppor-
tunity to help adults living with obesity by 
making targeted therapies and medications 
more widely available through Medicare; and 

Whereas, the Medicare coverage changes 
proposed by TROA would decrease federal 
government spending by approximately 
twenty-five million dollars over the fiscal 
year 2020 through 2029 budget period; and 

Whereas, with cosponsors representing 
both the Democratic and Republican Parties, 
TROA enjoys bipartisan support in both the 
United States Senate and House of Rep-
resentatives, and Senator Bill Cassidy and 
Representative Garret Graves of Louisiana 
are among the cosponsors of this legislation; 
and 

Whereas, organizations that have endorsed 
TROA include the Academy of Nutrition and 
Dietetics, American Academy of PAs, Amer-
ican Association of Clinical 
Endocrinologists, American Association of 
Nurse Practitioners, American College of Oc-
cupational and Environmental Medicine, 
American Council on Excellence, American 
Gastroenterological Association, American 
Medical Group Association, American Psy-
chological Association, American Society for 
Metabolic and Bariatric Surgery, Black 
Woman’s Health Imperative, Eisai, Endo-
crine Society, Global Liver Institute, 
Healthcare Leadership Council, MedTech Co-
alition for Metabolic Health, National Alli-
ance of Healthcare Purchaser Coalitions, 
Novo Nordisk, Obesity Action Coalition, 
Obesity Medicine Association, Strategies to 
Overcome and Prevent Obesity Alliance, The 
Obesity Society, Trust for America’s Health, 
WW International, and YMCA of the USA: 
Therefore, be it Resolved, that the House of 
Representatives of the Legislature of Lou-
isiana does hereby memorialize the United 
States Congress to pass the Treat and Re-
duce Obesity Act of 2021; and be it further 

Resolved, That a copy of this Resolution be 
transmitted to the presiding officers of the 
Senate and the House of Representatives of 
the Congress of the United States of America 
and to each member of the Louisiana con-
gressional delegation. 

POM–38. A concurrent resolution adopted 
by the Legislature of the State of Louisiana 
memorializing its opposition to dispropor-
tionately increasing the tax burden on nat-
ural gas, oil and fuel industries; to the Com-
mittee on Finance. 

HOUSE CONCURRENT RESOLUTION NO. 98 
Whereas, the natural gas, oil, and fuel in-

dustries contribute significantly to jobs in 
Louisiana communities and to the develop-
ment of state of the art emissions reduction 
technologies; and 

Whereas, these industries support nearly 
eleven million jobs across the country, power 
the nation’s economy, and generate billions 
in revenue for federal and state governments 
in rents, royalties, and corporate and income 
tax payments, including fourteen billion dol-
lars for state treasuries through severance 
taxes in 2019 alone; and 

Whereas, these industries support more 
than 249,800 jobs in Louisiana and account 
for more than fourteen and a half billion dol-
lars in wages in the state; and 

Whereas, these industries contribute sev-
enty-three billion dollars in gross domestic 
product for the state; and 

Whereas, these industries contributed four 
and a half billion dollars in direct revenues 
for Louisiana in 2019, and Louisiana relies on 
those revenues to fund schools, infrastruc-
ture, and other critical social services; and 

Whereas, direct industry jobs pay seven 
times the federal minimum wage and sev-
enty percent higher than the national aver-
age wage; and 

Whereas, every direct job in natural gas, 
oil, and fuel industries support an additional 
2.7 jobs in affiliated industries, from lodging 
to restaurants in proximity to these indus-
tries’ operations; and 

Whereas, these industries’ investments in 
this country have led to a fifteen percent de-
crease in household energy costs over the 
last decade, while costs for food, education, 
and healthcare have skyrocketed; and 

Whereas, those cheaper energy costs are 
crucial to working families in our commu-
nities and across the country; and 

Whereas, the natural gas, oil, and fuel in-
dustries should not be prevented from recov-
ering costs that other industries are eligible 
for simply because they operate in a dif-
ferent economic sector; and 

Whereas, the United States tax code allows 
industries across the manufacturing sector 
to recover costs related to job creation and 
other operational investments; and 

Whereas, these common tax mechanisms 
allow natural gas, oil, and fuel industries to 
create jobs and offset the intangible costs of 
drilling; invest in our communities; fund 
critical education, infrastructure, and social 
service programs; and deliver the energy 
that working families rely on every day; and 
therefore, be it 

Resolved, That the Legislature of Louisiana 
does hereby express its opposition to singling 
out these natural gas, oil, and fuels indus-
tries by disproportionately increasing the 
tax burden on them and the constituents of 
this state; and be it further 

Resolved, That a copy of this Resolution be 
transmitted to the president of the United 
States, each member of the president’s cabi-
net, each member of the Louisiana congres-
sional delegation, and to the members of the 
capitol press corps. 

POM–39. A concurrent resolution adopted 
by the Legislature of the State of West Vir-
ginia urging the United States Congress to 
extend federal tax incentives to participants 
in Jumpstart Savings programs that are 
similar to those that are currently provided 
to participants in College Savings plans; to 
the Committee on Finance. 

HOUSE CONCURRENT RESOLUTION NO. 24 
Whereas, The economy of the United 

States is experiencing increased demands for 
highly trained, skilled tradespeople to fill 
jobs in the construction, welding, and other 
vocational sectors; and 

Whereas, In the United States, there are 
nearly half a million more jobs available in 
the skilled trades than workers with the 
skills to fill them; and 

Whereas, The number of available jobs in 
the skilled trades is anticipated to rise to 
two million over the next decade; and 
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